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The Virtual Field
Abstract
Sensing is an integral part of collecting data in the field. As apparatuses become more refined, they increase
the capacity and precision of data that can be collected in even the most forbidding of zones. Historian of
science Etienne Benson describes how the increasingly complex infrastructure of sensing is altering the
experience of fieldwork, the persona of the scientist, and the nature of the knowledge that is produced.
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Sensing is an integral part of collecting data in the ﬁeld. As apparatuses become 
more reﬁned, they increase the capacity and precision of data that can be 
collected in even the most forbidding of zones. Historian of science Etienne 
Benson describes how the increasingly complex infrastructure of sensing is 
altering the experience of ﬁeldwork, the persona of the scientist, and the nature 
of the knowledge that is produced.
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The USGS gaging station on the St. John River at Nine Mile Bridge. USGS 2015
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USGS hydrologist collects location data using GPS 
during a near-surface geophysics survey. The survey 
was conducted as part of an applied research eﬀort 
by the USGS Oﬃce of Groundwater Branch of 
Geophysics in 2007. USGS 2007
